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definition of ' accomplishment' was more sensible than it
has become among the classes whose educated young men
exact a price for accepting marriage proposals on behalf of
girls, the difficulty of selecting suitable matches for girls
would be much lessened, if not entirely removed. Whilst
therefore, I commend the proposal of my fair corres-
pondent to the -attention of parents, I must insist on the
necessity of breaking down the highly injurious caste
barriers. Breaking down the barriers will widen the range
of choice and thus in a great measure prevent exactions.

Harijan, 5-9-'36
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.    .               SIMPLIFYING MARRIAGE
A correspondent sends me an account of a marriage
ceremony performed in  Karachi.  At the  time  of the
marriage of a girl 16 years old, the daughter of a moneyed
man, Sheth Lalchand, the father is reported to have cur-
tailed the  expenditure  to  a  minimum  and  given  the
marriage ceremonial a religious and dignified form. The
report before me shows that the whole ceremony did not
take more than two hours, whereas generally it involves
a wasteful expenditure spread over many days. The reli-
gious ceremony was performed by a learned brahmana
who  explained  to  the  bride  and  the  bridegroom  the
meaning of what they were called upon  to  recite.  I
congratulate Sheth Lalchand and his wife who actively
supported her husband upon initiating this belated reform,
and hope that it will be copied largely by other moneyed
men.  Khadi lovers  will be  glad  to know  that  Sheth
.Lalchand and his wife are thorough believers in Khadi,
and that both the bride and the bridegroom ,were clothed
in Khadi and are themselves convinced Khadi wearers.
This marriage ceremony calls to my mind the scene I wit-
nessed at the Agra students'-meeting. They confirmed the
information that was given to me by a friend, that in the